GRASS LAKE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

ATHLETIC CODE OF CONDUCT/CONTRACT
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Grass Lake Community Schools Athletic Code of Conduct
Statement of Philosophy

We believe that athletics are a part of the educational process and an extension ol the
classroom. It is our goal to strive always for playing excellence that will produce
competitive teams within the framework of good sportsmanship. Athletic participation is
a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the school, to the community, to the
team, and to the athlete.

Being a member ol a Grass Lake Athletic Team is a [ullillment ol an carly ambition [or
many students. Such participation is a privilege that carries with it responsibilities to the
students themselves, to the school, to the activities, to the student body, and to the
community. This is a year-round responsibility that begins with the first athletic
participation and ends at the conclusion of interscholastic competition. It is important to
emphasize that all athletes are covered by this code of conduct in and out of season. on
. _ofh Ath ;
or off school property 9" thru 127 grade.

1. Introduction

It is the purpose of the Grass Lake School District Athletic Department to provide and
promote inter-scholastic athletics for the young men and women ol Grass Lake. The
Athletic Department is responsible to the Grass [Lake Board of Education and the
Michigan Iligh School Athletic Association.

In order to have an efTicient program. certain policies and procedures are established.
Any team rules that may difTer from the general policy are to be presented to the
prospective team members in writing at their first squad meeting. These rules may never
be less demanding than the general policy, and must be approved by the Athletic Director

Complaints should be directed through the following channels, in this order: 1) the
coach 2) the athletic director 3) the principal 4) the superintendent 5) the Board of
Education. Athlctes and parents are urged never to by-pass any link in this chain-
of-command.

2. Responsibilities of the Athlete

There are responsibilities that the student-athlete must impose upon oneself in order for
successful and competitive athletic traditions to become a reality. You alone will have to
decide if vou want to live up to the responsibilities and training rules to become a
champion. In the simplest of terms, each and every student-athlete must make a
commitment for a championship athletic program.

Responsibility to Yourself - The student-athlete must broaden and develop strength of
character. Your studies, participation in other extra-curricular activities, as well as
athletics, assist you in getting the greatest possible gain from your high school
experiences, while at the same time preparing you for life.

Responsibility to Your School — Grass Lake High School will maintain a position as an
outstanding high school when you do your best. By participating in athletics to the
maximum of vour ability, you are contributing to the reputation of Grass Lake.

You automatically assume a leadership role when you are on an athletic team. The
student body and citizens of the community know you. The spotlight is on, and it is
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focused on you, because of this leadership role. vou can contribute greatly to our school
spirit and community pride. Make your school proud of you and vour community proud
of your school by your performance and devotion.

Responsibility to Your Home - When you know that you have lived up to all of the
training rules, that you have practiced to the best of your ability and that you have played
the game "all out," you and your family can be justly proud.

Responsibility to Your Team - "A house divided cannot stand." The same is true with
your team. It takes only one of the squad not willing to work to his/her fullest ability for
the squad to weaken in spirit and actual performance.

3. Living like a Champion

THESE SIMPLE POINTS OF INTEREST ARE JUST AS IMPORTANT TO AN
ATHLETE AS THE SKILLS REQUIRLED TO PLAY TILE GAME.
Academics - Do all work efficiently and have all assignments completed and turned in
on time.
Your Attitude - Be positive in your talk and actions. as your opinions influcnce others'
opinion
Good Citizens - A member of the Warrior athletic program is expected to act
appropriately in class. around school and away from school.
Good Eating Habits- FEat balanced meals.
Regular Sleep-  Plan vour schedule so that you obtain a minimum of ¢ight hours of sleep
each night.
Automobiles- Don't get carried away and let the auto become vour primary interest.
Drive and ride with safety and courtesy.
Student Body- Respect your fellow students and vour teacher; and give them your best.
Dress and Appearance- Take pride in your personal appearance. Look good both on and
off the field.
Social Life- Social life is an essential part of the maturing process of every person.
Dating is a part of the process, but only a part: it should not become your
prime objective.
Parties- We encourage vour participation in school-sponsored parties, social and
cultural function.

4. MHSAA Regulations

(What follows are excerpts from the MHSAA Handbook. For further clarification,
please see your coach or the Athletic Director.)

Eligibility

To be eligible, a senior high school student must comply with the following rules:
A. Enrollment

Must be enrolled in a high school no later than the fourth I'riday after Labor Day (1st

semester) or the fourth Friday of February (2nd semester). A student must be enrolled in
the school for which he or she competes.
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Age

Be under nineteen (19) vears of age. except that a student whose nineteenth (19th)
birthday occurs on or after September Ist of a current school year is eligible for the
balance of that school vear.

Physical Examination

[lave passed a current year physical examination. Record must be on file in the athletic
office. Current year commences the first day after the school year closes and in the spring
for summer vacation. A physician's statement for the current school vear is interpreted as
any physical examination given on or after April 15th of the previous school year.

Semesters of Competition

Have not more than four first semester and four second-semester seasons of competition
in a sport in a four-year high school. or three first-semester and three second-semester
seasons in a three-year high school, including present season. When two seasons leading
1o a State championship or the same sport are oflered, an athlete may participate in only
one.
B. Semester of Enrollment

Not have been enrolled for more than eight semesters in grades nine to twelve,
inclusive. Seventh and cighth semesters must be consecutive. Three weeks enrollment or
participation in on¢ or more athletic contests constitutes a semester of enrollment.
C. Undergraduate Standing

Not be a high school graduate.
D. Transfers

Generally, have had an accompanying change of residence by the student's parent,
guardian or other person with whom the athlete has been living during the period of his or
her last high school enrollment into the distriet or service area of the school to be eligible
during the first semester in attendance.
E. Awards
Not have accepted any award or merchandise exceeding $15.00 in value for athletic
performance. Athletes accepting memberships, privileges, services, negotiable
certificates or money are in violation. For amaleur practices, may not have accepted
money, merchandise, memberships, privileges, services or other valuable consideration
for participating in any form of athletics, sports, or games; or for officiated inter-
scholastic athletic contests; or have signed a professional athletic contract.
(Reinstatement will not be considered for one year.)
F. Limited Team Membership

A student who, after practicing with or participating in an athletic contest or scrimmage
as a member of a high school athletic team, participates in athletic competition not
sponsored by his or her school in the same sport during the same season, shall become
ineligible for a minimum of the next three (3) contests/days of competition and maximum
of the remainder of that season in that school year. There are exceptions to this MIISAA
policy-please see your coach or Athletic Director for clarification.
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3. Academic Athletic Eligibility Guidelines
MHSAA Policy
» Previous Semester Record
* Current Semester Record

Students must maintain academic eligibility in order to be eligible to participate in
athletics. High school students must be passing 66 percent of their classes. (4 of 5)
Students ineligible by MHSAA standards at the semester's end will be withheld [rom
athletic competition for sixty days (failed more than one class)

Grass Lake High School Policy
* Pass 4/5 Classes

* 2 D Grades (D+, D, D-) will Equal one Failure

For the purpose of athletic eligibility, a student'’s grade must be considered his cumulative
grade in the class from the first day of the semester. The Athletic Director will monitor
grades at each marking period, at interim report time, and weekly between these dates. If
a student is ineligible at interim then he/she will be re-evaluated weekly. If a student is
ineligible at the end of the nine weeks than that student will be withheld from
competition until the mid-term grade report for the succeeding nine-week period. I a
student is eligible (at semester) by MIISAA standards. but ineligible by Grass Lake Iligh
School regulations, such student-athlete will be withheld from competition until mid-term
grade report for the succeeding nine-week period. If eligible, student athletes may begin
competing. If still ineligible at the mid-term check, student athletes will be re-evaluated
weekly.

* May not be failing more than one class

Grass Lake Middle School Policy

* 2 D Grades (D+, D, D-) will Equal one Failure

The first eligibility of all athletes will be done afier an initial probationary period. Grades
will be reviewed on a Wednesday and then weekly thercalter. I at any time during the
season an athlete is determined to be academically ineligible. the athlete must “sit-out”
one week of contests. “Contest” shall be defined as an official game or meet. “One week
of contest” shall be considered to be any and all official games or meets played from
Monday through Sunday

6 Parent Consent and Physical Examination
A parental consent form and a physical form must be on file at the school in order for
the student to participate in athletics (this includes practice and playing in contests).
The consent form gives the parents or guardians consent for the named student to
participate in athletics as well as for the student to accompany the team as a member on
its out-of-town trips.
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